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NOTE: This Toolkit was made in response to Toronto
Public Health’s April 7  Drug Alert. th

Toronto Drop-In Network acknowledges that our work takes place on the ancestral land of the Anishinabek, Chippewa, Haudenosaunee, and
Wendat peoples; and most recently the Mississaugas of the Credit. We also acknowledge the lasting impacts of colonization and systemic
oppression, particularly in the context of our work which is intrinsically tied to the land and our Treaty responsibilities as settlers and guests in
Dish with One Spoon Territory. 

TDIN recognizes the forced displacement and enslaved labour of African peoples from across the Atlantic Ocean. We recognize the ongoing
impacts of Anti-Black racism and systemic inequities that Black communities continue to face in our city. We acknowledge and honor the cultural
knowledge of Black and Indigenous communities and how it continues to shape our work. 

TDIN  acknowledges the significant losses that we continue to face as a community due to the ongoing drug toxicity crisis. This crisis is deeply
rooted in systemic discrimination and intersecting forms of oppression under colonialism. We are committed to collective action that moves us
toward a socially-just Toronto which is safe, healthy, and inclusive. 
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April 7, 2026
Torontro Public Health released a Drug Alert  
outlining a significant increase in overdoses and 
drug-related deaths over the long-weekend.
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Latest Bi-Weekly
Report
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Toronto's Drug Checking Service
is seeing an increase in the
contamination and
unpredictability of the
unregulated opioid supply:

88% of the expected fentanyl
samples contained veterinary
tranquilizer medetomidine (a
previously identified
contaminate that can
decrease level of
consciousness)
46% of the expected fentanyl
drug samples contained a
combination of at least one
high-potency opioid (most
commonly fluorofentanyl), at
least one benzodiazepine-
related drug (most commonly
desalkylgidazepam), and
medetomidine
An increased prescene of orphine opioids in the opioid supply - "new" non-fentanyl
synthetic opioids
The detection of a number of additional drugs circulating in the opioid supply, including
etodezitramide (orphine opioid), methyltetrahydro furanylfentanyl (fentanyl-related
drug), methylclonazepam (benzodiazepine-related drug), and nefopam (Acupan) 

SIGN UP TO RECIEVE REPORTS 
AS THEY ARE PUBLISHED BY 

TORONTO’S DRUG CHECKING SERVICE

SIGN UP TO RECIEVE REPORTS 
AS THEY ARE PUBLISHED BY 

TORONTO’S DRUG CHECKING SERVICE**

https://track.upaknee.com/c/443/63996551035e6cff3c5152fa8bbbd3bdc6680f93a9d281c8c34f3c3181634367
https://track.upaknee.com/c/443/63996551035e6cff3c5152fa8bbbd3bdc6680f93a9d281c862b472fb4eb17e29
https://track.upaknee.com/c/443/63996551035e6cff3c5152fa8bbbd3bd309ba11e7c6973cb97ad96da25d27819
https://track.upaknee.com/c/443/63996551035e6cff3c5152fa8bbbd3bd309ba11e7c6973cbf1918e046a698497
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ONE OF TORONTO’S SHELTER SITES
SAW 17 OVERDOSES IN ONE DAY 

ON SATURDAY, APRIL 4TH
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We’re seeing a steady increase in overdoses in drop-in programs. We don’t
have the resources or staffing capacity to effectively respond to the increasingly
complex overdoses we are seeing on a daily basis. 

Oxygen administration is widely recognized as an important part of opioid
poisoning response in overdose prevention settings, like Supervised
Consumption Sites (SCSs). Another critical resource is Pulse Oximeters which
measure a person’s SpO2 (Peripheral Oxygen Saturation). Pulse oximeters are
considered standard equipment in most SCSs. They are a valuable assessment
and monitoring tool within opioid poisoning response (when providers are
trained in their use).*

The majority of drop-ins are not equipped with oxygen or pulse oximeters and
don’t have the necessary resources to respond to non-opioid overdoses (like
medetomidine, xylazine, or other powerful non-opioid veterinary tranquilizer that
DO NOT respond to Naloxone administration). Our dedicated and skilled
frontline staff are doing their best to prevent and respond to overdoses, but the
increase in overdoses is staggering. 
 
*Oxygen Administration and Manual Ventilation in Opioid Poisoning Response Evidence Summary and Practice Implications,
February 2025, 
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The forced closure of Supervised Consumption
Sites will only exacerbate this 
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RESOURCES FOR PEOPLE WHO USE DRUGSRESOURCES FOR PEOPLE WHO USE DRUGS

The Buddy System. Try not to use alone. Buddy up with someone you trust and take turns
spotting for each other. You can also call The National Overdose Response Service
(NORS) which is a virtual safe consumption site available for all Canadians, 24 hours a day,
365 days a year. Their service is 100% confidential, anonymous and judgement free. Their
only priority is to keep you safe while you use drugs. Call ot text NORS: 1-888-688-6677

Start Low and Go Slow. This can include doing a small test dose first, avoid mixing
substances, and slowly using afterwards based on the experience of your initial use. 

Carry Naloxone. Everyone can carry Naloxone. IF you aren’t trained to use it, someone else
in the area might be trained. Having it there is better than having none on hand. 

Get Trained to Use Naloxone. Naloxone can be picked up for FREE from your many
pharmacies, drop-ins, and other Harm Reduction Program community agencies (see page 6
for service and supply finder maps). Free Naloxone training is also available online. It’s a
great idea to carry multiple doses of naloxone, as more than one dose is often needed in an
opioid poisoning response. 

Get Your Drugs Checked Before Using. Toronto Drug Checking Services are offered at
six different locations throughout Toronto. Their service offers people who use drugs timely
and detailed information on the contents of their drugs, helping them to make more informed
decisions.

Call 911 in an Overdose Situation. Naloxone will not work on benzodiazepines or
tranquilizers. Because these drug poisonings are medically complex, call 9-1-1 right away,
still administer Naloxone and provide rescue breathing and CPR if needed, and stay with the
person until help arrives.  
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Use at a Supervised Consumption Site (SCS).  
This is a list of Toronto’s Supervised Consumption Sites

NOTE: the Fred Victor and Moss Park sites will be forced to close by June
13  2026, due to the Ontario government’s decision to end their funding. th,
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https://www.nors.ca/about
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/naloxone-anti-overdose-medication/
https://drugchecking.community/
https://www.nors.ca/about
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/naloxone-anti-overdose-medication/
https://drugchecking.community/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/supervised-injection-services/?accordion=where-are-these-services
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/supervised-injection-services/?accordion=where-are-these-services
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/supervised-injection-services/?accordion=where-are-these-services
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/supervised-injection-services/?accordion=where-are-these-services
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responding to an overdoseresponding to an overdose

Download this information as an image from Toronto Public Health. (also available in multiple languages).

http://tph.upaknee.com/editor_images2/image_c60a0936/files/Respond-To-An-Overdose.png
https://track.upaknee.com/c/443/63996551035e6cff3c5152fa8bbbd3bd4e5e79655b82c0485b9f315c14aa69b2
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TDIN WEBSITE: Drop-ins & Harm Reduction ResourcesTDIN WEBSITE: Drop-ins & Harm Reduction Resources
If you are looking to connect with community and services, like Harm Reduction Supplies &
Supports, there is a service finder on the TDIN website: www.tdin.ca/service-finder

You can use the Search Bar, the Service Finder page, or go to the Members dropdown menu
and access information about each individual drop-in and the services they provide. 
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OHRDP: Harm Reduction Supplies FinderOHRDP: Harm Reduction Supplies Finder
To find Harm Reduction Supplies near you, OHRDP
has a service finder map. Enter your city or postal code
and a map with Harm Reduction Supplies and Disposal
Bins will generate. 

If you don’t have a physical address, you can search
using the address of your local drop-in or shelter.

To find Harm Reduction Supplies near you, OHRDP
has a service finder map. Enter your city or postal code
and a map with Harm Reduction Supplies and Disposal
Bins will generate. 

If you don’t have a physical address, you can search
using the address of your local drop-in or shelter.

http://www.tdin.ca/service-finder
http://www.tdin.ca/service-finder
https://ohrdp.ca/find-supplies/
https://ohrdp.ca/find-supplies/
https://ohrdp.ca/find-supplies/
https://ohrdp.ca/find-supplies/
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NOTE: the Fred Victor and Moss Park sites will be forced to close by June
13  2026, due to the Ontario government’s decision to end their funding.th,

You can contact your MPP to let them know that
the decision to close these sites is not in the best
interest of people in your community. Go to page

13 of this tool kit or visit TDIN’s March 2026
Community Care Toolkit for more information.   

You can contact your MPP to let them know that
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13 of this tool kit or visit TDIN’s March 2026
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https://www.tdin.ca/resource?id=861
https://www.tdin.ca/resource?id=861
https://www.tdin.ca/resource?id=861
https://www.tdin.ca/resource?id=861
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TORONTO’S DRUG CHECKING SERVICETORONTO’S DRUG CHECKING SERVICE
We cannot stress enough how important their work is, both the drug checking
service and their bi-weekly reports. Here are some quick links to their many
resources and reports: 

Tips & Help
Drug Dictionary 
Resources
Reports
What's in Toronto's drug supply? Graphs
Drug Information

OHRDP RESOURCE ON MEDETOMIDINEOHRDP RESOURCE ON MEDETOMIDINE

The Ontario Harm Reduction Distribution
Program (OHRDP) has compiled a
comprehensive resource on Medetomidine. 

You can click on the image to the right to
read the full PDF, or visit the TDIN website:
www.tdin.ca/resource?id=869

https://www.tdin.ca/resource?id=869
https://drugchecking.community/tips-help/
https://drugchecking.community/drug-dictionary/
https://drugchecking.community/resources/
https://drugchecking.community/reports/
https://drugchecking.community/
https://drugchecking.community/drug-information/
https://www.tdin.ca/resource?id=869


ACAS BIPOC HARM REDUCTION PROGRAM ACAS BIPOC HARM REDUCTION PROGRAM 
The ACAS BIPOC Harm Reduction Program, co-ordinated by Justin Anantawan,
focuses on educating the ACAS community about harm reduction, substance
use and addiction and building capacity for East and South East Asian folks to
talk about substance use, decrease drug stigma and find solutions to problems
linked to drug stigma and harmful government policies, like the current toxic drug
crisis. This program works in collaboration with the BIPOC Harm Reduction
Alliance which is made up of ACAS, Center for Spanish Speaking People,
Alliance for South Asian AIDS Prevention, Black Coalition for AIDS Prevention
and Africans in Partnership against AIDS. 

for information about their work visit: https://acas.org/programs/bipoc-harm-
reduction-program/

TORONTO DRUG ALERTTORONTO DRUG ALERT

BLACK CAP HARM REDUCTION PROGRAMBLACK CAP HARM REDUCTION PROGRAM
Black CAP’s Harm Reduction Program delivers adult and youth harm reduction
workshops on substance use and abuse related issues, the criminal justice
system, mixing drug dealing with substance use, and abuse and dependence. 
It holds a bi-monthly Harm Reduction Drop-in for ACB substance users to share
their thoughts and ideas in discussions on topics that affect our community such
as racism, oppression and the excessive use of force by police. They partner
with Toronto Public Health and other stakeholders to deliver special events such
as Snowfest and Sunfest, during this event we distribute hundreds of beverages
and food items to those members of our community members who are street
involved, marginalized and who also may be homeless. We also use this
opportunity to conduct surveys within ACB substance using community in order
to understand how to serve our community better. They work with agencies to
build Harm Reduction Policies and train staff teams on Harm Reduction.
They act as a distribution site to Toronto Public Health for the distribution of
Safer Inhalation and Injection equipment kits and other resources through
weekly outreach in a number of neighbourhoods (downtown, Scarborough,
Rexdale, etc.) 

To request a workshop, one-on-one session or to invite the Harm Reduction
team to do outreach at your event please click here.

https://acas.org/programs/bipoc-harm-reduction-program/
https://acas.org/programs/bipoc-harm-reduction-program/
https://blackcap.ca/page.php?u=/programs-services/request-a-workshop
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TORONTO INDIGENOUS HARM REDUCTIONTORONTO INDIGENOUS HARM REDUCTION
Toronto Indigenous Harm Reduction (TIHR) emerged in April 2020 during the first
wave of the COVID19. pandemic in response to a massive shutdown of frontline
services & a lack of basic needs for Indigenous houseless folks in the city of Toronto. 

They are doing critical frontline work in community. Follow and support their work:
www.torontoindigenoushr.com/about 

If you are able, please consider making a donation to support their work:
www.torontoindigenoushr.com/donate

Held on the second Tuesdays of each month, the Homeless memorial is a space
for all of us to gather to remember our friends, family, neighbours, and strangers who
died while homeless in Toronto or due to having been homeless in Toronto.

Join in-person at the south doors of Church of the Holy Trinity at 12 PM or online on
Trinity CommUNITY Hub’s Instagram. These live streams can be viewed even if you
don’t have an Instagram account. 

NOTE: Not all people who use drugs are unhoused. Not all folks who are unhoused
use drugs. As our community is in mourning, we have found that connecting with
folks in-person to grieve has been critical of our collective well-being.

TORONTO HOMELESSNESS MEMORIAL: ONLINE MEMORIAL LIST
AND IN-PERSON MONTHLY MEMORIALS
TORONTO HOMELESSNESS MEMORIAL: ONLINE MEMORIAL LIST
AND IN-PERSON MONTHLY MEMORIALS

TORONTO HARM REDUCTION ADVOACY COLLECTIVETORONTO HARM REDUCTION ADVOACY COLLECTIVE
They are a collective of harm reduction workers, People Who Use Drugs, and Allies
organizing to protect harm reduction and fight for drug user liberation. Harm reduction
services are under attack throughout the province at the hand of Doug Ford's reckless
policies. These policies are not based in evidence and directly go against the
recommendations of the Board of Health and front-line healthcare workers. The
upcoming closure of Toronto's Safe Consumption Sites, Safer supply programs, and
needle exchange will put lives at risk and lead to a greater burden on our health care
systems. 

Follow them on Instagram for info on how to join the Collective @hac_toronto 
If you are able, please consider donating to their GoFundMe

https://www.torontoindigenoushr.com/about
https://www.torontoindigenoushr.com/about
https://www.torontoindigenoushr.com/about
https://www.torontoindigenoushr.com/about
https://www.torontoindigenoushr.com/donate
https://www.instagram.com/trinity.community.hub/
https://holytrinity.to/justice-work/homeless-memorial/
https://holytrinity.to/justice-work/homeless-memorial/
https://holytrinity.to/justice-work/homeless-memorial/
https://holytrinity.to/justice-work/homeless-memorial/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-support-harm-reduction-advocacy-collective-hrac?utm_campaign=man_sharesheet_dash&utm_medium=customer&utm_source=copy_link&attribution_id=sl:add3d775-4830-44ae-a28b-f2be4e5bf5cc&utm_content=link_in_bio&fbclid=PAZnRzaARE5TxleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA8xMjQwMjQ1NzQyODc0MTQAAafw6caNLQArkZMBN0F0WzaTXMAWvS44RUPhSzGFZEbnikLTNuL3B8VgVuGgMQ_aem_tna2mzpbWlKjuh7qA7yLqA
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-support-harm-reduction-advocacy-collective-hrac?utm_campaign=man_sharesheet_dash&utm_medium=customer&utm_source=copy_link&attribution_id=sl:add3d775-4830-44ae-a28b-f2be4e5bf5cc&utm_content=link_in_bio&fbclid=PAZnRzaARE5TxleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA8xMjQwMjQ1NzQyODc0MTQAAafw6caNLQArkZMBN0F0WzaTXMAWvS44RUPhSzGFZEbnikLTNuL3B8VgVuGgMQ_aem_tna2mzpbWlKjuh7qA7yLqA
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-support-harm-reduction-advocacy-collective-hrac?utm_campaign=man_sharesheet_dash&utm_medium=customer&utm_source=copy_link&attribution_id=sl:add3d775-4830-44ae-a28b-f2be4e5bf5cc&utm_content=link_in_bio&fbclid=PAZnRzaARE5TxleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA8xMjQwMjQ1NzQyODc0MTQAAafw6caNLQArkZMBN0F0WzaTXMAWvS44RUPhSzGFZEbnikLTNuL3B8VgVuGgMQ_aem_tna2mzpbWlKjuh7qA7yLqA
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-support-harm-reduction-advocacy-collective-hrac?utm_campaign=man_sharesheet_dash&utm_medium=customer&utm_source=copy_link&attribution_id=sl:add3d775-4830-44ae-a28b-f2be4e5bf5cc&utm_content=link_in_bio&fbclid=PAZnRzaARE5TxleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA8xMjQwMjQ1NzQyODc0MTQAAafw6caNLQArkZMBN0F0WzaTXMAWvS44RUPhSzGFZEbnikLTNuL3B8VgVuGgMQ_aem_tna2mzpbWlKjuh7qA7yLqA
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-support-harm-reduction-advocacy-collective-hrac?utm_campaign=man_sharesheet_dash&utm_medium=customer&utm_source=copy_link&attribution_id=sl:add3d775-4830-44ae-a28b-f2be4e5bf5cc&utm_content=link_in_bio&fbclid=PAZnRzaARE5TxleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA8xMjQwMjQ1NzQyODc0MTQAAafw6caNLQArkZMBN0F0WzaTXMAWvS44RUPhSzGFZEbnikLTNuL3B8VgVuGgMQ_aem_tna2mzpbWlKjuh7qA7yLqA
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CONTACT YOUR MPPCONTACT YOUR MPP
On the Ontario Legislative Assembly’s website, you will find your
MPP’s email address, phone number, Constituency Office (Office in
your community), and Legislative Offfice (Office at Queen’s Park).
These are all ways that you can contact your MPP as an individual
or as a group. You could work with a small group of community
members, neighbours, drop-in program paricipants, co-workers,
friends or found families to share your needs/concerns/stories as a
community. 

You could also invite your MPP to come visit your drop-in program
for a tour and to connect with frontline staff and program
participants in-person or virtually. 
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DROP US A LINEDROP US A LINEDROP US A LINE
Melanie Joy, Executive Lead manager@tdin.ca | 416-824-4172

Marianne Kozinets, Training and Engagement Coordinator engage@tdin.ca | 647-464-1733

Anne Ndirangu, Member Support Coordinator support@tdin.ca | 647-883-3843

Bea Marie, Social Media and Website Admin Support tdinsocial@tngcs.org

FIND A DROP-INFIND A DROP-INFIND A DROP-IN
If you are looking to connect with community and services, like
Harm Reduction Supplies & Supports, there is a service finder
on the TDIN website: www.tdin.ca/service-finder

You can use the Search Bar, the Service Finder page, or go to
the Members dropdown menu and access information about
each individual drop-in and the services they provide. 
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	You could also invite your MPP to come visit your drop-in program for a tour and to connect with frontline staff and program participants in-person or virtually.



	TORONTO DRUG ALERT
	community calls to action
	HAPPENING  THIS  WEEKEND!
	we hope to see you there!!!


	TORONTO DRUG ALERT
	community care toolkit
	April 2026
	FIND A DROP-IN
	If you are looking to connect with community and services, like Harm Reduction Supplies & Supports, there is a service finder on the TDIN website: www.tdin.ca/service-finder
	You can use the Search Bar, the Service Finder page, or go to the Members dropdown menu and access information about each individual drop-in and the services they provide.

	FIND US ONLINE
	TDIN

	DROP US A LINE
	Melanie Joy, Executive Lead manager@tdin.ca | 416-824-4172
	Marianne Kozinets, Training and Engagement Coordinator engage@tdin.ca | 647-464-1733
	Anne Ndirangu, Member Support Coordinator support@tdin.ca | 647-883-3843
	Bea Marie, Social Media and Website Admin Support tdinsocial@tngcs.org




